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Hataitai School Predator Free Group
Greetings form Hataitai! We have been busy gathering tracks, setting traps and surveying our school
ecosystem. We are in process of forming an action plan to attract native wildlife. We are enjoying the
change in season and the different changes and adaptions that our native wildlife makes.
The name for autumn was ngahuru, an old word for ten. This was because autumn started during the
tenth month (February–March) in the traditional calendar. Ngahuru was also the name for harvest, which
occurred at this time. The saying ‘Ngahuru, kura kai, kura tangata’ (harvest-time, wealth of food, the
wealth of people) indicated that food was plentiful in autumn. Next term we will be planting our edible
garden to get some tasty autumn veges.
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STORY OF THE MONTH - HATAITAI SCHOOL

Our First Trapping Project of 2019
Our progress
Well, we have recently discovered that we have many hedgehogs in our school grounds. We found that
all the prints in 3 tracking tunnels had hedgehog prints. We are going to experiment in different area of
the school grounds. We cleaned the traps from last year and Karin brought us some new ones. Chris
Hare (from the community group Predator Free Mt Vic/Hataitai) bought us more traps and is working
with us to try and entice Kākā back to Hataitai. He has been promoting the trapping project in this area.

Hedgehogs: Pest or Predator?
Some of us argued that hedgehogs could be saved or kept as pets. We decided to do some more
research. We found out that hedgehogs were brought out by early European settlers to get rid of the
garden pests that attacked their vegetables. For the last 100 years we've considered them a help, eating
garden bugs that would otherwise be eating our fruit, vegetables and plants. Unfortunately hedgehogs
find their way into areas of native bush. This is where they eat the eggs of riverbed breeding birds, such
as the banded dotterel and black-fronted tern. While we don't see these birds in Hataitai, we realise
that we are part of a bigger picture and need to continue our work. Hedgehogs have also been known
to eat chicks of a variety of ground-nesting birds and small native insects and reptiles. Since we found a
lizard on the school grounds we are thinking of ways to take care of their habitat.
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UPDATE ON THE LATEST STATS FOR ALL SCHOOLS
Some schools have started their trapping and reporting of the year. Great work! If you haven't gotten started
yet, it's not too late. Let your ZEALANDIA facilitator know if you need support with any of the steps
(monitoring, trapping, or reporting of the data) and you'll soon be on your way to great success.
Percentage of tracking
tunnels with mammalian
foot prints.
Date:

term 1
2019

Number of reported rat
catches in term 1 2019

1

No
data

Number of reported mouse
catches in term 1 2019.

Earlier data

Term 1 2018: 76%

2

Number of active traps, with
recorded data in March 2019.

11
Number of times traps have been
checked in March 2019

26

Number of tūī spotted in bird
counts reported this last term.

No
data
Number of bird
counts term 1 2019:

No
data

0

Total maximum number of
reported wētā spotted in all
hotels this last month.

Number of
wētā hotels:

ANIMAL OF THE MONTH

Kōkako
Callaeas wilsoni

The kōkako bird used to be plentiful in forests throughout Aotearoa
New Zealand. 100 years on there are not many left. Some people think
they have seen some on Stewart Island but they are hard to spot. The
kōkako has been recovering around the North Island with help and their
numbers are growing. If we keep trapping these may make a successful
come back as rats, possums and stoats eat eggs out of nests. They have
a black face, large dark eyes, and two blue fleshy parts (wattles) below a
slightly curved black bill (South Island kōkako have/had orange wattles).
The kōkako is an important bird to Māori. As Māui fought the sun the
kōkako brought him water and rewarded the bird by making its legs
long and slender.

Photo credit: Oscarkokako

By Skye Cowell Y7

TREE OF THE MONTH

Kauri tree

Agathis australis

Kauri trees are among the biggest of trees, growing to over 50 m tall
with trunk girths up to 16 m. We choose this tree as it is one of our
Hataitai school houses. We have 4 houses named after trees: Kauri, Rimu,
Mataī and Tōtora. They can live for over 2,000 years. Kauri trees are
native to Aotearoa New Zealand.
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Around the tree you can find little trees and shrubs like kauri grass which
is only found in kauri forests. Kauri grass has small red/pink flowers
which will be blooming soon and these develop into red berries. Birds
help to disperse the seeds and you can use the leaves for thatching.
There is a Kauri forest in Northland on Te Ika-a-Māui/the North Island,
where you can also find the largest kauri tree, in Waipoua forest. This
tree is called Tāne Mahuta.
By Holly Keenan Y7

SHORT STORIES

When Karin from ZEALANDIA came out to see the students, we talked about the reason why
this kaupapa is so important, and the different ways we can be involved.

Chris Hare from the community group 'Predator Free Mt Vic/Hataitai/Roseneath' came out to
see the students and have a look at what animals had left their foot prints behind in the
tracking tunnels.

SHORT STORIES

A T-Rex in your box?!
When Chris Hare came to visit Hataitai School everyone
also got to try setting the Trapper T-Rex/Tomcat rat trap. It
has recently been tested by Manaaki Whenua/Landcare
Research to the welfare standards put up by NAWAC
(National Animal Welfare Advisory Committee) and has
passed the testing for humanely trapping ship rats, when
placed in a Predator Free wooden box. The
modified/hooded Victor traps handed out to participating
schools have also passed the same testing for ship rats and
stoats, but the T-Rex can be a bit easier to set for smaller
hands.

Learn more about the trap testing for welfare
standards here:

https://www.landcareresearch.co.nz/science/p
lants-animals-fungi/animals/vertebratepests/traps

Try this Native Bird
wordsearch.
Can you find them all?
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THIS MONTH'S EDITORS

Hataitai School
The Predator Free group is part of our
Enviro Team at Hataitai School. We
are a student led Y7/8 group that aims
to raise awareness of sustainability
through-out the school and Hataitai
community.

