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WELCOME!
This is the first newsletter of 2019. It kicks off the new and expanded Predator Free Wellington
Schools Programme, building on the great work that was done by schools on and around Miramar in
2018. What a year it will be! Many exciting things will happen and you and your school will be
involved in connecting to te taiao (the natural world) in many different ways.
We are looking forward to working together with
you in bringing the community together and
finding a stronger connection to nature.
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This is a newsletter for primary students in the Predator Free Wellington
Schools Programme. It is aimed at all students at schools taking part in
the programme on and around the Miramar peninsula. Any questions or
queries, please have a look on the www.pfw.org.nz website, or send an
email to education@visitzealandia.com

'TURNING THE DAWN CHORUS INTO A SYMPHONY'

What is Predator Free Wellington?
There are many different Predator Free groups around Aotearoa. Predator Free Wellington is one
of these organisations, and is a partnership between Wellington City Council, Greater Wellington
Regional Council and the NEXT Foundation. It supports the many Predator Free community
groups around the city. The vision is to turn the whole capital into a safe place for our native
wildlife. It will be as if ZEALANDIA was extended all around the city, and where you'll be able to
see and hear many more native birds and other critters around where you live.
Most of our native and endemic plants and animals that have been here a very long time don't
have good defense mechanisms against mammals. When mammals arrived not that long ago
those plants and animals were an easy meal for the new arrivals. It has led to that those plants
and animals that were plentiful just a 1000 years ago now are in quite big trouble. Some have
already gone extinct (lost forever), like the moa and pouakai (Haast's eagle). How we act now
determines if we lose more of them, or if they will once again become plentiful on these beautiful
islands.
Predator Free Wellington wants you to take action, and to be part of a world-first project to make
a whole city free of rats, mustelids (stoats, weasels and ferrets) and possums. It starts on Miramar,
with the plan to make Miramar free of rats and mustelids by the end of 2019. This will help our
native wildlife thrive, and will mean that when you become an adult there might be kiwi birds
walking around in your backyard.
Trapping is not the only way to be involved. Making sure that the birds and other native creatures
have places to live and hide in, and that there are plenty of natural food sources around for them,
is just as important. You can also get involved by doing art inspired by all our native animals, or
write articles that will spread awareness about these taonga (treasures).

UPDATE ON THE LATEST STATS

2018 total reported statistics from involved schools, since mid term 1.
Percentage of tracking
tunnels with mammalian
foot prints.

Number of rats caught in total since
start of trapping in term 1 2018.

Number of traps in schools, some
active, some not.

28

term 1 2018

76%

Number of mice caught in total since
start of trapping in term 1 2018.

55
Number of times traps have been
checked in total since start of
trapping in term 1 2018.

49
780

Total number of tūī spotted in
bird counts during 2018

16
Number of bird
counts in 2018:

3

8

Maximum number of wētā
spotted in a week in all
hotels in 2018.

Number of
wētā hotels:

2

ANIMAL OF THE MONTH

Tītipounamu / Rifleman
Acanthisitta chloris

The smallest manu (bird) in te ngahere (forest)! Sometimes the title of
being the smallest bird is contested by riroriro (grey warbler), that
weighs in on 6g just like tītipounamu. With a much longer tail than the
tītipounamu the riroriro look a bit bigger though, so the title for sure
goes to tītipounamu. After all, it's not very hard to have a longer tail
than tītipounamu, as it's so small that they practically don't have one.
Tītipounamu can be found in big old forest areas both on Te
Waipounamu (the South Island) and on Te Ika-a-Māui (the North Island).
They are sensitive to habitat loss (forest clearance), and predation
(being eaten) by mammals, especially stoats. Tītipounamu themselves
eat small invertebrates like beetles, spiders and moths.
Tītipounamu mate for life and often live in family groups. When chicks
hatch not just mum and dad feed the chicks, but other relatives also
often help out. Males and females look a bit different (science talk =
sexually dimorphic), with males having that beautiful green colour that
has given the birds their name.
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PLANT OF THE MONTH

Miro / Brown pine
Prumnopitys ferruginea

One of our larger rākau (trees) growing up to 25 m tall. Its trunk is 1-1.5
m in diameter. They shed their bark in big flakes, making the trunk look
like it's been hit by a big hammer.
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It is a podocarp (a type of tree common in Aotearoa) and looks a bit like
some of the other podocarps - tōtara and mataī. You can tell them
apart by looking closely at their leaves, bark and fruit/seeds. Miro leaves
are 1.5-3 cm long and lie flat in your hand. There needs to be both
female and male trees around for the flowers to be pollinated and grow
fruit. The fruits are 2 cm long, red and smell strongly of turpentine.
Birds love to eat the fruit, and kererū grow fat in the autumn from
eating a few too many. This extra fat is good for winter though, when
there's not much food around.
In the past the leaves, fruit, bark and gum from miro provided food,
aromatic oils and various medical and antiseptic uses. It was used for
building houses and its wood is similar to rimu. Today not many forest
areas with big old miro exist as a lot of them have been cut down.

Other Predator Free groups
What do they all do?
Predator Free 2050 Ltd is owned by the government and funds (gives money to)
organisations around the country that help native wildlife in big projects. They have
given $3.2 million to Predator Free Wellington and Capital Kiwi, to help native wildlife
in the capital.
Predator Free NZ Trust is an independent organisation started in 2013. It supports
individuals and community groups by helping them get the information and expertise
they need. It runs the Kiwibank Predator Free Community programme, which supports
communities and schools to take action in helping native wildlife.
Capital Kiwi is a local initiative partnering with Predator Free Wellington and the
whole community to bring back kiwi to the capital (Wellington).

Predator Free Miramar is a community
trapping group on the Miramar peninsula. It
supports local households with traps,
knowledge and encouragement to take
action in creating a safe place for native
wildlife.

If you want to
turn your own backyard
into a safe haven for native
animals - get your parents to get
in touch with your local community
trapping group!
Check out
https://www.pfw.org.nz/get-involved
to find your local Predator Free
community group and how to
get in touch with them.

Predator Free Lyall Bay is the local
community trapping group in Lyall Bay,
Rongotai and Melrose.
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ZEALANDIA facilitator
My name is Karin, and I work at ZEALANDIA. I will support you in all
the things you will be doing in this programme, and will come out
to see all the students involved in it.
Through the year you might also meet some of the other team
members from ZEALANDIA and Predator Free Wellington.

Until next time - Whāia te iti kahurangi ki te tuohu koe me he maunga teitei

