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A NEW YEAR WITH NEW POSSIBILITIES!
Welcome back to school, and welcome back to the Predator Free Wellington Schools Programme.
The programme that started two years ago will continue this year, with exciting opportunities at your
school and ways of getting involved in getting the natural world closer to all of us. Spending time in
nature will help you feel happier, calmer and will even help you get more creative!
Last year students made some really awesome newsletters and it will be great seeing this year's
newsletters come together by all of you.
Have a look on the PFW website for all the newsletters from last year!

https://www.pfw.org.nz/schools/miramar-peninsula-schools/

Supported by:

This is a newsletter for the Predator Free Wellington Schools
Programme. It is aimed at all students at schools taking part in the
programme on and around the Miramar peninsula. Any questions or
queries, please have a look on the www.pfw.org.nz website, or send an
email to education@visitzealandia.com

STORY OF THE MONTH

Special visitor on the peninsula
In the middle of February the Oruaiti reserve on Miramar peninsula saw a very special
visitor - a tūturuatu / NZ shore plover. In early 2016 there were only about 175 shore
plovers alive in the world, so this is something pretty cool!
This particular one is a juvenile that was released on
Mana island earlier in the season. It's come a long way
from there to the southern beaches of Miramar.
Let's hope it stays safe on the mainland shores and can
make its way home to Mana island safe again.
Ground nesting shore birds like these are very vulnerable
to human disturbance, as they are so well camouflaged
that not many people even know they're there! Their
eggs look just like some rocks on the beach and can
easily be trampled on by human feet.

Watch a video of the
beautiful bird that visited
Miramar and see how well it
blends in with its surroundings.

Can you spot the
eggs of the pohowera/
banded dotterels?!
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MJAU!
I always keep my dog
on a leash so that I can
make sure the smell or
the movement from a
bird won't end up with
my dog running after it
and injuring it.

By keeping me indoors (with plenty
of toys!) you're not just keeping me
safe from those metal vehicles you humans
roll around in, but also making sure birds and
lizards won't be on my dinner menu. I usually
trick you by only bringing home one of every
five animals I catch and I really like relaxing
on the couch in between hunting.

ANIMAL OF THE MONTH

Kārearea / NZ Falcon
Falco novaeseelandiae

kie kie kie kie kie kie kie kie kie!
Have you heard the call of the Kārearea?
We are very lucky to have quite a few around Te Whanganui-a-Tara,
even on the Miramar peninsula. Last year when joining Worser Bay
school for a 5 min bird count we were graced by the presence of a male
and a female Kārearea flying above the school. Something that would
probably not have happened just 10-20 years ago.
When in the air they look a little bit like the kākā (NZ bush parrot), but
with their longer tails and that they stir up a fuss among birds in the
area you can with a bit of practice tell them apart. Smaller birds are not
very fond of the Kārearea as they will be on the lunch menu, and so
warn others about the presence of a bird of prey. Sometimes Kārearea
are also confused with the Kahu (swamp harrier/hawk). Kārearea are
smaller and much more maneuverable in the air than the kahu though,
making their way through the ngahere (forest) having to dodge tree
trunks when hunting.
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PLANT OF THE MONTH

Manamana / Mouko / Hen & chickens fern
Asplenium bulbiferum

A quite common fern in Aotearoa NZ. It is endemic, meaning that it's
native and can only be found here. You can find it in the wild all across
Te Ika a Maui (the North Island) and on the west coast of Te
Waipounamu (the South Island). It likes to grow in the shade under
trees and where it's a bit wetter. It grows to about a metre tall, with
fronds 30 cm to 1.6 m long.
Ferns reproduce with spores and have two different life stages.
Manamana is quite peculiar in that it has a second way of reproduction it clones itself and sends off little "chickens" on its fronds!
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The young fronds are called manehau or pikopiko and can be eaten as
greens with food. The roots were sometimes used in a wash for
skinconditions or sore eyes (should not be tried at home without the
guidance of a trained Rongoā Māori practitioner!)

Learn more about the mystery of why the wild and the cultivated (grown in gardens) manamana
ferns look quite different - Science Learning Hub

HOW MANY CICADAS CAN YOU FIND?!
Did you know that cicadas make the loudest of all the sounds made by insects?
Kihikihi / cicadas, like many other insects, have
several different life stages. They spend most of their
lives as a nymph buried in the ground for between 2
and 4 years, before they emerge as their final adult
stage. As adults they only live for two to three weeks!
In this time the males do a whole lot of singing to try
and impress the females.
The chorus cicada / kihikihitara is the largest and
most common cicada in Aotearoa NZ. It has that
green and black body we all might recognize.
Next time you're on a break, see how many kihikihi
you can find around your school!
For all you super spotters, see if you can share with
your peers your tricks to spotting the kihikihi.
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THIS MONTH'S EDITOR

Karin at ZEALANDIA
Kia ora, this is Karin from ZEALANDIA and I've made
this month's newsletter. Some of you will know me
from last year and to some I will be a new face. I'm
leading the Predator Free Wellington Schools
Programme. Ask me any questions you might have
about it. I'm looking forward to meeting you all and
reading your newsletters this year!
(The photo on the left is from Patuna chasm in the
Wairarapa.)

Naku te rourou nau te rourou ka ora ai te iwi

