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Seatoun School’s Enviro Group
Schools of fish, groups of seaweed, stingrays, eagle rays and much more life live in our
oceans but it is slowly disappearing. Disappearing because of humans and the impacts
we have made. Think about it like this. Every piece of plastic/litter dropped into the
ocean adds to the size of the tsunami wave that’s going to come back and hit us. New
Zealand’s marine environment is precious and everyone should take the time to help
protect and help other people look after it too. At Seatoun school we have been learning
about and exploring our oceans with hope to help out our creatures that live there.
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This is a newsletter made by primary students in the Predator Free
Wellington Schools Programme. It is aimed at all students at schools
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website, or send an email to education@visitzealandia.com

ANIMAL OF THE MONTH

Sea Stars/Pātangatanga
class : Asteroidea

Sea stars more commonly known as starfish have no
brain and no blood. There are around 2000 species of
sea stars and they live in hot and cold climates around
the world. No species of starfish can live in freshwater
due to the amount of calcium they need to grow their
bodies. They use the sea water to put nutrients through
their nervous system. Starfish also eat inside out. When
they capture prey, they have tiny suction cups to grab
ahold of their food. Then their stomach exits their
mouth to digest the food, and re-enters their mouth
when they are done eating. New Zealand’s native
starfish is called the cushion star.

https://teara.govt.nz/en/photograph/
5188/cushion-star

By Abby O‘connell
Age 9

PLANT OF THE MONTH

Giant Kelp
Macrocystis pyrifera

Normal kelp is about one metre. But the South Island of New
Zealand holds the world record of biggest kelp. Giant kelp grows
up to 50 metres tall ( one third of a metre per day!). Kelp also
makes some of the oxygen we breathe.

https://phys.org/news/2018-03marine-ecologists-effects-giantkelp.html

There are three main parts of a kelp; the holdfast, the stipe, and
the blades. The blades are leaves at the top of the kelp for
photosynthesis, the stipe is what the blades grow off and the
hold fast secures the kelp. However in strong storms it can wash
up on the beach and be ripped out. There, it provides shelter/
hiding places for small animals, and it’s where seagulls search for
food. It can stink up the beach a little bit though! If you don’t
mind the smell, you can go looking for tiny creatures in the
washed up kelp. You never know what you might find!
By Alexandra MacKay
Age 11

Snorkelling
This year as part of our mountains to sea
programme years 5-8 got to go snorkelling. while
the year 7 and 8’s only went once, the year 5 and
6’s went twice. Once to a marine reserve and
once to a non marine reserve. everyone learnt
heaps and lots knowelge was passed on to us.
This is a short recount on how important it is to
protect our oceans.
The first place we went to was Eve Bay. This was
not a marine reserve so it wasn’t protected. Once
we got further out I released that there was
some plastic in the ocean. I also realised that
there weren’t many sea creatures in there and
the water was really green. The seaweed looked
orange and like it was dying. After we went
snorkeling we went to the rock pools. Once we
got got down there, we were told to look for
animals that we had on the list. We couldn’t find
After a week we went to Island Bay which is a
many there.
marine reserve. When we got there, we had to
look at the rock pools first. This time I saw a
lot of animals that were on the list. In fact they
were all over the place.There were sea sponges,
crabs, fish and a lot more. Once that was done
we went snorkeling. When I hopped in the
water I noticed that there was a lot more life.
The seaweed had colour, there were lots more
fish there but you couldn’t see a lot past some
boats because the water was murky. After that
we saw that there was zero plastic because its
a marine reserve is protected. This shows how
important marine reserves are and how much
more we need to protect our ocean.

By Olivia Clarke-Watson
Age 9

Taking Action
As well as snorkelling the entire of Seatoun School are doing action projects to help our marine life survive
and to help stop human impacts getting to them. We are spreading our knowledge with our community to
make them aware of our impacts too. After a lot of planning in term 2, in term 3 Seatoun School will gather
together to make an action day happen. Students decided what actions they thought they could do and with
the help of some experts, here are some of the different groups that are participating:

Update on the latest stats for all schools
Word from the ZEALANDIA Facilitator - awesome work you're all doing! It's great to see more and more of you reporting your trapping data! I
know quite a few of you have also used the tracking tunnels to see what's around your school. It would be amazing to get that data on the
spreadsheet as well, so that we can see how the numbers change over time and see if what we're doing is having the effect we want. That's
where monitoring (like tracking tunnels, bird counts, wētā hotels etc) and reporting is so important - so that we and others can learn from it.
Percentage of
tracking tunnels
with mammalian
foot prints.

Date:
term 1 + 2
2019

No
data

Number of reported
rat catches in 2019

7
Earlier data:
Term 1 2018 76%

Number of tūī spotted in bird
counts reported this last term.

Number of active traps, with
recorded data in term 2 2019.

14

27
Number of times traps have
been checked in 2019.

Number of reported
mouse catches in 2019.

188

No
data
Number of bird
counts term 2 2019:

0

No
data

Total maximum number
of reported wētā spotted
in all hotels this last term.
Number of reported
wētā hotels:

0

GET PEOPLE ENGAGED!
Your pick!

THIS MONTH'S EDITORS

Seatoun School’s
Enviro Group
Our enviro group is made up of a
group of kids ranging from year 3s to
year 8s who love and care for the
environment. Our main focus this term
has been around our ocean
environment. We have loved putting
this newsletter together with all the
knowledge we have gained.

Hi I’m Lulu and I am the main editor from the Seatoun
School’s enviro group. I’ve gathered information from other
enviro kids to use and I’ve also written little bits to add to
the newsletter.

