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This months newsletter is on Hataitai school, We have been focusing on trying build a lizard garden and
re-making our butterfly patch. The photo above is a photo of part of our butterfly patch, the photo
shows our strawberries growing. In the following newsletter we talk about our future plans, some plants
in our school and our predator free team. We hope you enjoy this months newsletter on our school and
our gardens, plants and environmental teams.

Supported by:

This is a newsletter made by primary students in the Predator Free
Wellington Schools Programme. It is aimed at all students at schools
taking part in the programme on and around the Miramar peninsula.
Any questions or queries, please have a look on the www.pfw.org.nz
website, or send an email to education@visitzealandia.com

STORY OF THE MONTH

Our big projects
At the start of the year the leaders of the Environment Team created 3 big projects that
would take place throughout the year. We would Like to share some of these with you to
give you some inspiration to do some projects with your school.

1. A lizard garden
Lizards are a big part of our eco system. But they are slowly becoming extinct
because of cats. We wanted to create a safe place for our lizards. We found a
brown lizard behind our compost so hope to make a good home for our native
lizards.

2. Replant our butterfly garden
Our butterfly garden was once home to many Animals and thrived with native
plants but over the years Our plant dies and got trampled on we wanted to
restore our butterfly garden to its former glory.

3. Help educate our younger years!
While we have been celebrating Matariki many of our yY7/8's have been
running small workshops with younger years, planting seeds and talking about
our vege garden. Throughout the year we want to help the school learn about
composting, native birds, wormeries, planting and waste minimisation.

ANIMAL OF THE MONTH

Miromiro / NZ Tomtit
Petroica macrocephala

The tomtit is a small species of bird that evolved from the Australian
robin. This species of bird is endemic to NZ (can only be found here).
They have large heads and short bills. The North Island and South
Island subspecies of tomtits are smaller than their off-shore island
relatives, weighing in at around 11 g. The tomtit is around 13 cm long.
The male North Island subspecies has a black head, back and wings
(with a white wing bar) and a white belly.
Tomtits are widespread and fairly common through the North and
South Islands. The population was estimated to number about 1000
birds on the Snares Islands in 1987, less than 1000 birds on the Chatham
Islands in 2001, and no estimate has been made of numbers on the
Auckland Islands though.
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PLANT OF THE MONTH

Karo
Pittosporum crassifolium
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Karo is a small tree or shrub native to New Zealand. Karo was first
found in the top half of the North Island. Even though it has moved
through New Zealand, Hawaii and Norfolk Island, Karo occurs in
Lowland and Coastal forests. Other common names include stiff leaf
cheesewood, and in Māori, kaikaro and kīhihi. Karo has dense dark graygreen leathery leaves that are furry underneath. Clusters of small redpurple flowers appear in spring, developing into seed pods that split to
expose the sticky seeds.

SHORT STORIES

Our Winter Garden
We hacked away at the never ending weed grown garden. The cold wind shook the
trees while everyone sighed in exhaustion. Little bugs and critters scuttled back into
their homes. A giant rhubarb plant was taking over the room for anything to grow.
Our shovels hit the dirt around the rhubarb and soil flew everywhere. The roots
started to show and the rhubarb started to come loose. We were finally at the end
of the roots, it was time to pull the plant out of the small garden box. A cold shiver
went up our spines as the soil started to get free of all weeds.
Time started to go by, we could no longer hear the laughter from the playground.
A small ringing bell started to go off signalling that lunch was over. Our heads
turned to look at all the kids running off into their classes. We picked up our shovels
and tools and walked back into the comforting warmth of the class rooms.
The garden beds sat in the wind, finally clean.

How the kiwi got its long beak
Once upon a time, the leaves of the great tree atua, Tāne Mahuta, were creating a big
mess upon the ground. So he went to the tūī to ask for its help, but the tūī did not like
the dark and besides, she was nesting. Tāne Mahuta became angry and threw two white
pebbles at the tūī, leaving white marks upon its neck.
So Tāne Mahuta went to the beautiful tīeke (saddle back). “Will you help me?” he asked,
but the tīeke didn’t like that the ground was cold. Again Tāne Mahuta became annoyed
so he burnt the tieke’s back, leaving behind two fiery red patches.
This left the kiwi. It was no secret really that Tāne Mahuta had a soft spot for kiwi and
he was sure the bird would help. “Will you help me, kiwi?” he asked and the bird replied,
“of course”. Tāne Mahuta was so touched by kiwi’s generosity that he offered to give it
anything. “I’d dearly love to have a longer beak,” said kiwi, “that way I’d be able to hunt
bugs – my favourite food – more easily”. So Tāne Mahuta granted this wish, making his
beak long and pointy, perfect for sniffing out insects in the damp, dark ground, and from
then on kiwi became well-known as Tāne Mahuta’s favourite bird.
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THIS MONTH'S EDITORS

Hataitai School
This months newsletter was written by
Hataitai School's Environment Team
and Predator Free Team.

Whatungarongaro te tangata toitū te whenua
As man disappears from sight, the land remains.
This saying demonstrates the respect Māori have for the land.

