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KIA ORA EVERYONE!
Get prepared for an awesome article from Room 3 at Miramar Central School. This
article will be featuring fabulous fauna which will make you say “yay for yellow!”.
Don’t forget to read a superb short story about marvelous micro sea animals
found in the coral reefs of Niue. And, if you are looking for an educational drive
and environmental themed activities remember, to check out our awesome
activity page.
We hope you enjoy our newsletter!

Supported by:

This is a newsletter made by primary students in the Predator Free
Wellington Schools Programme. It is aimed at all students at schools
taking part in the programme on and around the Miramar peninsula.
Any questions or queries, please have a look on the www.pfw.org.nz
website, or send an email to education@visitzealandia.com

STORY OF THE MONTH

What has Room 3 been
up to?
Last term, our class made a cool and creative art piece
for the predator Free Exhibition run by Karin. Each
student participated in a group or by themselves to
create a small model to represent what they wanted
the Miramar Peninsula to look like in the future. From
bird songs to compost bins, Room 3 worked hard to put
it all together. Unfortunately we didn’t win the vote to
have our exhibit put in Te Papa but it was great to see
the members of our class trying their best to create a
better Te Motu Kairangi for the future generations to
come.
Talking about compost bins, this term we have been
working with Waste Heroes Wellingon. We had a waste
audit our rubbish in our school and a trip to the
recycling plant last. The long bus ride was worth it to
learn lots of interesting facts like that the plastic trays
you use get turned into micro plastic and then get
made into muffin trays right here in Wellington! We
also learnt that you shouldn’t step on cans when you
recycle them because the machine that sorts all the
paper and plastic gets mixed and the whole machine
has to be turned off and fixed.

UPDATE ON THE LATEST STATS

Lots of things happening around Miramar! Not much reported in these last months though, perhaps because you
have all been busy with school production, WOW, kapa haka and other fun things. It's been great doing bird
counts with some of you, seeing the direct impact your work is having on the ecosystems. At Worser Bay school
we saw a pair of kārearea/NZ falcon. How awesome is that?! /Karin from ZEALANDIA
Percentage of tracking
tunnels with mammalian
foot prints.
Date:

19 Aug 2019
Data from 1
school.

Number of rats caught and
reported in 2019.

20

0%

Number of mice caught and
reported in 2019.

Earlier data

Term 1 2018: 76%
Data from 5 schools.

Number of active traps, with
recorded data in the last month.

6
Number of times traps have been
checked in total in 2019.

9

Number of tūī spotted in
bird counts this last term.

Number of bird
counts this term,
reported on form:

0
1

Total maximum number of
wētā spotted in all hotels this
last month, reported on
spreadsheet.

N/A

240

Number of
wētā hotels:

0

ANIMAL OF THE MONTH

Mohua/Yellow Head
Mohoua ochrocephala

The animal of the month is a Yellow Head (Mohua). They have
small yellow heads a yellow tummy and a brown back. They are
endemic to New Zealand and unlike other birds they live close
to the ground in small hedges and ditches. When they sing it
sounds like they are saying “I want bananas” which is weird
coming from a bird! Yellow heads live in the south island,
mostly in the Catlins and West Otago. They only live in the
South Island because there are too many rats, stoats, weasels
and possums trying to eat them. I don’t blame them, I wouldn't
want things always trying to kill and eat me for dinner either.

Image © Ron Enzler by Ron Enzler
http://www.therouteburntrack.com

PLANT OF THE MONTH

Kōwhai
Genus Sophora

The kōwhai tree is known as New Zealand's national flower. The
trees natural habitat is around the edge of a forest or near a
stream. kōwhai means yellow in the māori language due to the
colour of the flowers. Kōwhai flowers were used to make yellow
dye and medicine in maori culture. The seeds of the kōwhai tree
are poisonous to humans, they will not kill you but they will make
you quite sick trust me I speak from experience. There are eight
species of kōwhai tree: sophora chathamica, sophora fulvida,
sophora godleyi, sophora longicarinata, sophora microphylla,
sophora molloyi, sophora prostrata, and sophora tetraptera. Most
kōwhai trees can grow up to eight metres high WOW!
kōwhai tree right outside
our classroom

SHORT STORIES

A Day in the Life of a Polyp
Our class has been learning about Niue for our school production. We learnt about Niue's precious
coral reefs. Here's a short Story describing what it would be like to be a polyp on a coral reef in
Niue.
“Don't eat us” screamed several polyps on the right side of me as a bright red parrot-fish glided
swiftly across the water. Suddenly, an ear wrenching “chomp, chomp, chomp” came from a small
group of polyps near me as they were demolished by the hungry parrot-fish.
I turned my midget body to the left as I saw a dark green sea turtle passed me gracefully chowing
down some orange looking algae. I tried to say hello, however my voice must've been too quiet
because he didn’t even flinch. A dark grey leathery nurse shark lurks underneath our group of
coral. This particular shark was named Florence (after the famous nurse Florence Nightingale please, do not ask me how she knows that stuff!).
When Florence first moved into the area, I was a little bit nervous to be honest, but she is excellent
at scaring away parrot-fish.
“Look at this big juicy plankton” I said triumphantly as the other polyps looked up, obviously
jealous. I hadn’t had a good feed in a while so this one was a real, real beauty.

Electric Cars
Have you seen a silent car? or do you own one? because if you do you’re helping the environment
by not having a gas guzzling car.
Did you know the average person spends about $50 a week on petrol, but if you had an electric
vehicle you would be spending less than $15 a week. If you charge your electric vehicle at home
you would be spending about a fifth of what the average person spends on petrol, that’s a mega
saving.
Another benefit is that you don't have to stop at the gas station and smell those horrible and
nasty chemicals. Also you would help stop global warming by not letting those gas fumes lurk
around the atmosphere. I interviewed my class and asked them what they thought about electric
cars, some said that they were good for the environment and some said that they were bad for the
environment, because they would have had to cut down trees. I hope this article has persuaded
you to buy an electric vehicle.

Can you find all the words in the
word search?

THIS MONTH'S EDITORS

Miramar Central
School
This months editors are Beatrice,
Amesh, Maddie, Santi, Sam and Flynn.
They are year 5 & 6's from Room 3. As
a class we have been involved with
Predator Free Wellington and Waste
Heroes Wellington to make our school
as environmentally friendly as it can
be.

Until next time - He waka eke noa
We are all in the waka together

