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Miramar North Primary School Predator Free
Class
Kia Ora from our year 3-4'students in Room 3 at Miramar North School. We have worked really hard on
our Predator Free art exhibition piece and are very excited to hear that it is going to be displayed at both
Zealandia and Te Papa later in the year. We loved designing each bird and researching the shapes of
beaks, feet and bodies. In Term 2 we learnt all about native birds and we spent a fantastic day at
Zealandia watching their behaviour and learning about their habitat. This inspired our artwork.
As Spring is upon us and the evenings are staying lighter we are busy setting and checking our traps
around school. Thanks Joakim for helping us! Many of our families walk up through the Seatoun and
Miramar hills and we see all the hard work that Predator Free is doing.
By Hamish & Isaac Y4
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This is a newsletter made by primary students in the Predator Free
Wellington Schools Programme. It is aimed at all students at schools
taking part in the programme on and around the Miramar peninsula.
Any questions or queries, please have a look on the www.pfw.org.nz
website, or send an email to education@visitzealandia.com

STORY OF THE MONTH

A plan for a bird-friendly Miramar North
School in 50 years time.
In fifty years from now the hedges around the school have butterflies everywhere especially on
the flowers that surround the school. The pond in the middle of the school is home to many fish
and the birds that live in the trees, swoop down, pick up the fish and then go back to their homes
to feed their babies. The water fountain has huge strips of water flowing down like streamers
from a birthday party into the bottom of the pond. It is gleaming in the middle of the sunlit
school. Leaves rustle in the breeze with birds tweeting as they race to the bird feeders in the
trees. The maze around the playground is covered with berries for birds to eat. The principal's
office gleams in the sun with orange paint. Birds and the occasional butterfly flutter and flap
while black and yellow bees buzz around the beehive. This is what our bird-friendly school will
look like in 50 years time!
By Zachary, Quoc Bao ,and Marshall Y4 & Y3

UPDATE ON THE LATEST STATS

The sun is getting warmer and flowers are starting to burst into flowers. Now is a good time to do a bird count to
see if you have many birds, like tūī, coming to visit your school!
Percentage of tracking
tunnels with mammalian
foot prints.
Date:

19/8 2019,
data from
one
school.

Number of rats caught in total since
start of trapping in term 1 2018.

21

0%

Number of mice caught in total since
start of trapping in term 1 2018.

Earlier data

Term 1 2018: 76%
Data from 5 schools.

9

Number of active traps, with
recorded data in the last month.

11
Number of times traps have been
checked in total since start of
trapping in 2019.

181

Number of tūī spotted in bird
counts this last term.

0

Number of bird
counts this term:

1

Total maximum number of wētā
spotted in all hotels this last
month.

No
data

Number of
None
wētā hotels:
reported

ANIMAL OF THE MONTH

New Zealand Giant Snail
Powelliphanta

New Zealand giant snails are only found in New Zealand.They
have lived in Aotearoa for over 200 million years and they were
here way before any humans ever lived here. They even saw
dinosaurs! They live in high moist places and they don't eat leaves
like normal garden snails, they are carnivores!! They eat worms,
insects and other snails. The snails can grow to 10cm across and
they can weigh 90g, that's as big as a tui! They only come out at
night to feed on worms and slugs. Did you know that they suck up
worms just like we eat spaghetti? Their predators are rats,
possums, thrushes, hegdehogs and native weka. They have
beautiful patterns on their shells. They can live up to 20 years
which is a very long time for a snail!
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By Levi and Arthur Y4

PLANT OF THE MONTH

Kōwhai tree
Sophora (microphylla etc)

The kōwhai tree has yellow flowers and it is native to New
Zealand. There are 8 different species. They like to grow on the
edge of streams and the outer part of a forest. The kōwhai tree
usually grows about 25 metres high. It has small leaves.
The tūī drinks the nectar from the flowers and then they fly
around, spreading the pollen that collects on their face feathers
all over the garden to help pollinate the tree.
The flower is the national flower of New Zealand. All parts of the
kōwhai including the seeds are poisonous to humans.
The word kōwhai is used in the Māori language for the colour
yellow. Māori have used the branches to help make their houses
and to catch birds. The kōwhai flowers were used for yellow dye
and the tree bark was used as medicine. The tree has also been
used to make paddles for waka.
By Max and Zachary Y4
Photo credit: TK, MNS

SHORT STORIES

Making bird feeders in Room 3.
When I look out our classroom window I can see the birds
on our bird feeders nibbling on our homemade bird food
and peanut butter. I can see them trying to get every single
piece from the pine cone stuffed full with the food. The
birds are flapping their soft wings trying to land gently on
the cones. The birds are happily tweeting, eating their
delicious food while the wind blows the cones back and
forwards.

These are the instructions on how to make a bird feeder with a pine cone:
First of all you fill in the gaps of the pine cone with peanut butter.
Then you add the bird seed by rolling the pine cone around in healthy birdseed.
Now you just need to tie some string to the top of it and then you’re done.
You have made your own bird feeder!
By Emmie Y4

We have really enjoyed making bird feeders and watching the birds come to feed but we have also been thinking
about how we can take care of native birds long-term. We have been busy planting native trees that will provide a
food source for birds throughout the year but especially in winter. Feeding birds in winter is really important as
there are not many other food sources around. The recommendation from Zealandia is to always have a longterm plan and provide a natural food source if you can. Making bird feeders is good but they can have a tendency
to attract rats. If you would like to learn more about taking care of birds around your community here is a link to
an information sheet written by Zealandia.
https://www.visitzealandia.com/Portals/0/Resources/Caring%20for%20Birds%20in%20your%20backyard.pdf

KAWAKAWA OINTMENT
Our class have made some kawakawa ointment for our school fair. We had so much fun making it.
Everyone loved it so we sold out very quickly. We sold it for $5 a jar. Kawakawa is traditionally
used for soothing insect bites and stings, skin rashes, poor circulation, bruises, wounds, burns,
aches and pains.
Kawakawa Leaves.

How to make Kawakawa Ointment:
Ingredients
10-12 KawaKawa leaves
1 cup of olive oil
1 /3rd of a cup of beeswax
Lavender flowers for scent (optional)

Method:
Heat the leaves gently for 3 hours in a double boiler covered with olive oil.
Strain the oil through a sieve.
Add beeswax and heat again gently until the wax is melted.
Pour into a jar and leave it to set.
Connected No. 2 2010.
By Molly and Maisie Y3 and Y4
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An interview with Joakim, one of the predator free team.

Room 3 MNS

NEW ZEALAND PREDATORS WORD SEARCH.
Can you find these predators?

Tayla & Ziya Y4
THIS MONTH'S EDITORS

Miramar North
School
At Miramar North our predator free
team is one of our 3-4 classes. We
have loved making our own tracking
stations to see what comes to our
school, and helping Joakim set up
traps throughout our gardens and
field. We often sit and watch native
birds in the big trees that surround
our playground hoping that more will
visit in the future.

Kotahi te hoe, ka u te waka ki uta
When we paddle in unison, we will reach the shore together.

